stained in Gowers carmine, dehydrated in glacial acetic acid, and cleared in benzyl alcohol.
The following parasites were recovered from the fish examined MICROSPORA Glugea sp.: 3 spherical cysts, infecting intestine, 0.8 mm in diameter; spore 5.7-5.9 µm (5.7 µm) × 1.5-2.1 µm (1.8 µm). NEMATODA Anisakis simplex (Rudolphi, 1809) L3: 474 specimens, including 1 nematode on the spleen, 17 on the intestine, 32 on the stomach (including 3 penetrating the stomach wall), 65 on the pyloric caecae, and 359 on the liver (134 on the one lobe and 225 on the other).
Contracaecum osculatum (Rudolphi, 1802) : L3: 1 specimen on the liver.
Hysterothylacium aduncum aduncum (Rudolphi, 1802): 1 adult female (with eggs visible in her uterus) in the intestine (Fig. 1, Table 1 ) Hysterothylacium aduncum gadi (Müller, 1776): 3 specimens in the intestine (2 females, including a mature one; 1 male) (Fig. 2, Table 1 ). ACANTHOCEPHALA Echinorhynchus gadi Müller, 1776: 3 specimens in the intestine (2 females, 1 male).
The presently reported study constitutes the first report on saithe parasites from the Baltic Sea. However, the helmints found have already been recorded from this fos outside the Baltic Sea. In addition, the genus Glugea was represented by Glugea punctifera Thélohan, 1895, infecting the connective tissue of the Rokicki 1975 , 1995 , Rokicki et al. 1993 , Køie 1999 , Rolbiecki and Rokicki 2000 .
Hysterothylacium aduncum is among the most commonly reported species of its genus in Baltic Sea fishes. Hartwich (1975) Punt (1941) stated that H. aduncum and H. auctum were conspecific, based on morphological features of the lobes, while Petter and Cabaret (1995) delineated the subspecies H. aduncum aduncum and H. aduncum gadi based on cluster analysis of morphological parameters (i.e., ventricular caecum length, intestinal caecum length, oesophagus length, body length, and length of spicules /width of cervical alae). We ascribe to the sub-species classification established by Petter and Cabaret (1995) . Balbuena et al. (1998) also agreed and noted the likely presence of a species complex associated with H. aduncum. We based our identification of Hysterothylacium aduncum gadi on the presence of prominent, wing-like alae-contributing to a characteristic bending in the anterior part of parasites (both males and females) (Fig. 2) . Those alae are not observed in Parasites of Pollachius virens from the Baltic Sea 145 whereas in H. aduncum aduncum it is >54. Moreover, the ratio (ventricular caecum length : alae width) differs among specimens of these subspecies, i.e., <15 and >15 in H. aduncum gadi and H. aduncum aduncum, respectively (Petter and Cabaret 1995) . Our specimens fit those measurements for H. aduncum gadi but had only 4 pairs of Rolbiecki et al. 146 post-anal papillae rather than the 5 pairs reported by Petter and Cabaret (1995) . We suspect that specimens of H. aduncum may have previously been misidentified as H. gadi. For example, the figures of Berland (1961 Berland ( , 1991 labelled as H. aduncum may represent H. aduncum gadi, which is strongly suggested by the characteristic bending caused by large alae. Unfortunately latter author failed to estimate the ratio of oesophagus and ventricular caecum length to alae width. Specimens of H. aduncum in our collection from cod and flounder in the Gulf of Gdańsk lack such alae. In view of the above, the records of Hysterothylacium spp. from the North Atlantic need re-confirmation.
